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During a political season the importance of keeping promises 
is magnified, and that is why the MGM Grand Detroit family can 
stand proud during this historic moment.  

Twenty years ago the voters of our city made the decision to 
authorize three Detroit casinos.  

• MGM Grand Detroit continues to make good on a pledge to     
   voters and our community. 

• Detroit City Chess Club honors some of our city’s brightest   
   young minds.

• Success is on the menu for Schoolcraft College culinary 
   students, with help from MGM Grand Detroit.
• And much more! 
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Making good on  a 
promise to our 
community never 
gets old at 
MGM Grand Detroit 
By Scott Talley
Special to the Michigan Chronicle



By Scott Talley
Special to the Michigan Chronicle 

Sa’Nya Burton loves her brother Nicholas.  However, 
the competitive side of Sa’Nya has no limits, even when it 
comes to family, and that is why she became a committed 
chess player. 

“I just wanted to beat him in something,” said Sa’Nya, 
who recently completed the sixth grade at University 
Preparatory Science & Math Middle School in Detroit. 

And with the help of many people, including Nicholas—a 
gracious and willing teacher to his older sister—Sa’Nya 
eventually reached her goal and so much more. 

“It’s been way more fun than I thought it would be,” said 
Sa’Nya, fresh off her first complete season of competitive 
chess.  “I thought it was just going to be about studying 
hard, but we have gone to special places like the Tigers 
game and the (Ford) Freedom Awards.  We also go out to 
eat to celebrate and we’re all really close to each other.” 

Sa’Nya and Nicholas, who will join his sister on the 
University Preparatory Science & Math Middle School 
chess team when he starts the sixth grade in the fall, were 
among a special group of area youth that was honored 
June 24 during the Detroit City Chess Club’s All City Awards 
Program at the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA). 

Similar to the popular athletic honor teams that are 
selected for various sports, on this special Friday evening, 
young chess players from Detroit and the metro area 
were the shining stars at the fourth annual event, which 
was presented by the Detroit City Chess Club (DCCC) and 
Young Detroit Thinkers, a Detroit-based nonprofit.

 The award recipients included the “Dream Team” 
honoring top youth chess players regardless of class 
standing, along with first and second-team honor squads 
recognizing the best at the primary, elementary, junior 
high and high school levels.  In addition, another group 
of developing chess talents received honorable mention 
recognition. 

As the students were honored, Detroit City Chess Club 
founder Kevin Fite reflected on the many successes of 
young area players during the 2015-16 season, including 
a team victory by University Preparatory Science and 
Math Middle School at the All-Girls National Chess 
Championships in Chicago.

“That tournament stood out because our girls were 
drastically lower rated than their top competition, New 
York IS318, but our girls didn’t give up,” said Fite, of 
a squad led by three of Sa’Nya’s teammates, (Jaidyn 
Hamilton, Jada Hamilton and Lauren Bradford).  “Another 
great accomplishment from the season was the number 
of other Detroit teams that performed well at the national 
level including Bates Academy, Cornerstone Nevada, 
Cass Tech, Martin Luther King High School, Chrysler 
Elementary, Northwestern (now called Detroit Collegiate 
Preparatory High School at Northwestern) and Sampson-
Webber Middle School.

“All of the teams represented Detroit with distinction 
at the national level and they deserve total recognition 
because they displayed the power of our city in youth 
chess, which is second only to New York City, which is 
considered the chess capital for scholastic chess in the 
United States.” 

 Many happy parents and community members 
matched Fite’s pride during the All-City program in a 
packed DIA auditorium in attendance, including Valencia 
Wheeler, the proud mother of Sa’Nya and Nicholas. 

“Chess has taught my children a lot of discipline; how to 
remain focused; and has helped them with their science, 
math and thinking skills,” Wheeler said.  “It keeps them 
motivated to always do better and also teaches them 
teamwork, which is really important as they get older 
and go into the work world.  I think of chess as a good 
investment.”

Since its creation in 2003, the Detroit City Chess Club 
(DCCC) has touched the lives of more than 500 boys and girls.  

“If not for our corporate sponsors like the UAW-Ford, 
MGM Grand Detroit and the Detroit Institute of Arts our 
kids couldn’t be recognized in a proper fashion,” Fite said. 
“Prior to the four years of our awards program, our kids 
would come back champions from national and state 
competitions and nothing was ever done.  Three years 
ago MGM Grand Detroit recognized the importance of 
showing our kids that they are appreciated, and with their 
help along with all of our supporters, we have been able 
to make our awards program truly worthy of the young 
people that are honored.”

DCCC holds open chess sessions most Friday evenings 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Detroit Institute of Arts.  To find 
more information on the Detroit City Chess Club, please 
visit www.detroitcitychessclub.com.  For a complete 
listing of all the 2016 Detroit City Chess Club All City Award 
Program honorees, please see “Inside the World of MGM 
Grand Detroit” (pages 4-5). 

Making all the right moves: DCCC program 
shines light on young chess stars

Lauren Bradford

Abdurrahman Bayi 

Jaidyn Hamilton

Jordan Hoskins

Jimmy Capela 



  
MGM Grand Detroit making good on a promise  (continued from cover)

Along with a promise to provide a world-class 
entertainment experience, Detroit’s casinos pledged to 
make a significant economic impact on our community 
and region.  

A study of facts, not perception, reveals that the 
Detroit casinos have indeed made good on this critical 
pledge.

Detroit casinos have created thousands of well 
paying jobs with sound benefits, employed thousands 
of Detroit residents, while also purchasing local goods 
and services.   At the same time, these businesses have 
paid billions of dollars in vital tax revenues for the city 
of Detroit, including $174.3 million last year, which was 
a reported 16 percent of the city’s total overall revenue. 

“The gaming industry is proud to play a significant 
role in the reemergence of the city of Detroit,” said Geoff 
Freeman, president and CEO of the American Gaming 
Association.  The remark was made during a roundtable 
event at MGM Grand Detroit, which focused on the 
industry’s role in hiring Detroit residents and vendors.

The roundtable participants included U.S. 
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence, who described 
the full scope of local casino’s positive impact on our 
community in a statement following the conference.    

“Detroit’s three casinos have been partners in the 
community’s campaign to get this city back on track,” 
said Congresswoman Lawrence, a Detroit native and 
former mayor of Southfield, who now represents 
Michigan’s 14th Congressional District, which includes 
portions of Detroit, Southfield and 16 other cities in 

Oakland and Wayne Counties. 
 “We’ve seen their (casinos) commitment to Detroit 

going beyond hiring local vendors and promoting diversity 
throughout their organizations.  The greatest impact can 
be realized in jobs offered in a wide range of careers 
providing a path to the middle class for the residents 
of Detroit, as well as their mission-based philanthropic 
efforts which infuse additional resources throughout the 
city and beyond.”    

The “mission-based” philanthropy that Congresswoman 
Lawrence spoke on is practiced year-round by MGM Grand 
Detroit and takes on many forms, including outreach that 
impacts neighborhoods. 

“MGM Grand Detroit has been a great partner for ARISE 
Detroit! and supporter of our annual Neighborhoods 
Day event for years,” said ARISE Detroit! founder and 

executive director Luther Keith, who is preparing for 
the 10th annual Neighborhoods Day, which will take 
place across Detroit on Saturday, Aug. 6.

“The support MGM Grand Detroit has given to us has 
allowed us to collaborate and build relationships with 
hundreds of neighborhood organizations. MGM Grand 
Detroit has shown its commitment to neighborhood 
residents and we appreciate their support.”

To learn more about what MGM Grand Detroit 
and its team members are doing in the community, 
please visit MGM Grand Detroit on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/MGMGrandDetroitTCTL and Twitter @
MGM_TouchNLives. 



“Welcome Inside the World of MGM Grand Detroit”
Taking a lead role to preserve our environment:

Uniting for equality:   
MGM Grand Detroit was proud to be a sponsor of the 

44th annual Motor City Pride Festival, which celebrates 
the history and continued success of the LGBT Movement.   
This year’s two-day event (June 11-12)—the largest of 
its kind in Michigan—attracted tens of thousands to 
Detroit’s Hart Plaza and RiverWalk and featured a parade 
and more than 200 entertainers.  The Motor City Pride 

Festival is presented by Equality Michigan, Michigan’s 
only statewide anti-violence and advocacy organization 
working primarily for Michigan’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBT) communities.  To learn more 
please visit equalitymi.org.

The completed fifth phase of the MGM Grand Detroit Plum 
Street Market Garden, a partnership with Keep Growing 
Detroit that distributes seedlings throughout Detroit; and, 
a property-wide, “at the source” recycling initiative, which 
will contribute roughly 16 percent of Detroit’s total amount 
recycled in 2016, are just a few powerful examples of how 
MGM Grand Detroit is taking a lead role in preserving our 
environment.     

“Sustainability is a huge mission for MGM Grand Detroit,” 
says Jeff Jackson, vice president of Facilities for MGM 
Grand Detroit.  “It’s just doing the right thing and we have 
more than 3,000 team members involved in the effort.   

“With our recycling initiative, we’re recycling right in our 
offices, right in the kitchens, and right in the hotel and casino.  
By sharing these practices with their own communities, our 
team members make a big impact where they live and work.”  

Stories about the MGM Grand Detroit Plum Street Market 
Garden and the recycling initiative were featured on WDIV’s 
“Live in the D” weekly morning program, as MGM Grand 
Detroit continues its efforts to promote sustainability across 
our region. 

Celebrating 
Bright 
Young Minds 
MGM Grand Detroit salutes all 
the honorees recognized during 
the Fourth Annual Detroit City 
Chess Club All-City Awards Program.  (For 
complete story on the event, please see 
page 3).



“Welcome Inside the World of MGM Grand Detroit”
Celebrating bright young minds 
(continue)

ALL-CITY DREAM TEAM
(HR denotes highest rating for the 2015-16 academic school year) 
Camron Barksdale           HR: 1610 Cass Technical High School (Captain)
Bryan Wilson Jr.               HR: 1892 University Prep Science & Math Middle School
Dorian Smalley                HR: 1703 Renaissance High School 
Kamauri Washington      HR: 1678 University Prep Science & Math Middle School 
Lauren Bradford               HR: 1643 University Prep Science & Math Middle School
Lamar Price                      HR: 1657 University of Detroit Jesuit High School
Micale Garland                HR: 1625 Bates Academy
Marcus Badgett               HR: 1797 Cass Technical High School
Nigel Taliaferro       HR: 1360 Martin Luther King High School
Jaidyn Hamilton               HR: 1743 University Prep Science & Math Middle School
Jordan Hoskins                 HR: 1357 Cornerstone Nevada Middle School 
Ellington King                   HR: 1467 Bates Academy 

ALL-CITY HIGH SCHOOL (First Team)
Victor Lewis (Captain), Martin Luther King, HR: 1342
Jalen Woods, University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1585
Christian Yanish, Martin Luther King, HR: 1507
Christian Echols, Detroit Collegiate Preparatory at Northwestern, HR: 1143
Ahmad Trayler, Martin Luther King, HR: 1654

ALL-CITY HIGH SCHOOL (Second Team)
Shellbi Stanfield (Captain), Cass Tech, HR: 1234
Christopher Echols, Detroit Collegiate Preparatory at Northwestern, HR: 1017
Immanuel Arrington, Cass Tech, HR: 1170
Bakari Murrie, Cass Tech, HR: 1316
Samory Buford, Detroit Collegiate Preparatory at Northwestern, HR: 909

ALL-CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL (First Team)
Torrance Henry (Captain), University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1715
Jada Hamilton, University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1520
J’Nise Byrd, Bates Academy, HR: 1251
Khalil Holiness, Sampson-Webber Academy, HR: 1182
Noah Winkler, Ludington, HR: 1622

ALL-CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL (Second Team)
Kameron Wilson (Captain), University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1579
Joshua Sled, Bates Academy, HR: 1203
Dylon Ledbetter, Cornerstone Nevada, HR: 1209
Derrick Freeman-Hall, Sampson-Webber Academy, HR: 1059
Tyler Gibbs, University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1471

ALL-CITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (First Team)
Stephen Washington Jr. (Captain), HR: 1316, Cornerstone Nevada 
Solomon Foster, Chrysler, HR: 1169
Charisse Woods, University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1433
Jimmy Capala, Bates Academy, HR: 966
Nicholas Burton, Chrysler, HR: 1101

ALL-CITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (Second Team)
Maxwell Motley (Captain), University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1166
Travis Turner, Chrysler, HR: 1052
Brelen Wilkes, University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1187
Milton Jennings, Cornerstone Nevada, HR: 761
Abdurrahman Bayi, University Prep Science & Math, HR: 1097

ALL-CITY PRIMARY (First Team)
Houston Poe (Captain), Chrysler Elementary, HR: 783
Kaitlyn Cobb, University Prep Science & Math Elementary, HR: 649
Theo Baloh, University Prep Science & Math Elementary, HR: 421
Jonathon Byrd, Bates Academy, HR: 257
Judah Smith, Cornerstone Nevada, HR: 260

ALL-CITY PRIMARY (Second Team)
Max Baloh (Captain), University Prep Science & Math Elementary, HR: 309
Braylon Fields, Chrysler Elementary, HR: 164
Maxwell Brown, Cornerstone Nevada, HR: 138
Joel Evans, Bates Academy, HR: 273
Foxx Williams, Chrysler Elementary, HR: 131

Honorable Mention All-City Chess Team
(Schools listed followed by students)
Lincoln-King:  Stevae Crumsey and Shardaya Marse. Chrysler Elementary:  Justin 
Gulley.  Sampson-Webber Academy:  Tamyre Watkins, Cornelius Crawley and 
Emarjae Watkins.  Marcus Garvey Academy:  Marcel Green and Raphel Green. 
Cornerstone Nevada:  Herbert Sanders, Jalen Wilburn, Bernard Love, Kevin 
Colon, Marvin Jennings and Kennedy Jennings.  University Prep Science & Math 
Middle: Lewis Melton, Michael Jeffrey Thomas, Elijah Harrison; Gisele Motley, 
Talmage Turner, Dominica Rooks and Sa’Nya Burton.  Renaissance High School:  
Laron McCann.  Most Holy Trinity:  Aretina Davis.  University Prep Science & 
Math Elementary:  Isaiah Yanish.  Ann Arbor Trail:  Gregory Foster, Precious 
Bankston and Keris Mitchell.  Bates Academy:  Jackson Capela, Samuel Broddie 
and Jason Woolfork.  Martin Luther King High School:  Charles Blessett, D’Majion 
Linebarger and Jeremiah Brown.



  

By Scott Talley
Special to the Michigan Chronicle 

Tamara Thompson has always loved food, and with 
help from a partnership between Schoolcraft College 
and MGM Grand Detroit, she is connecting her passion 
to a career.

“Right now I’m trying to decide what type of place I 
want to work at in the future,” said Thompson, a recent 
Dean’s List graduate of Schoolcraft’s two-year culinary 
program, who is now sharpening her cooking chops as a 
prep cook at the Detroit Athletic Club.

The good news is that Thompson has future 
options for herself, and her seven-year-old son, Ivan.   
And armed with expertise and confidence from the 
Schoolcraft program, the Detroit native knows success 
is in her future.  

“What I most enjoyed about Schoolcraft is the 
way the instructors taught the lesson—they made 
it so easy to understand,” said Thompson, who is 
considering opening her own business one day and 
returning to school to study hospitality management or 

entrepreneurship.  “Anytime you need assistance from 
a chef at Schoolcraft they come right away to where you 
are and Chef Shawn is really awesome when it comes 
to that.”

Chef Shawn is Chef Shawn Loving, the celebrated 
Culinary Arts department chairman at Schoolcraft 
College.  And it was Chef Shawn who chose Thompson 
to be among a select group of second-year Culinary 
Arts students to receive a scholarship from MGM Grand 
Detroit.

“When I found out I was getting that scholarship I 
was very excited—I was able to pay for my books,” said 
Thompson, who also is carrying on a family culinary 
tradition started by her late father, who cooked at a 
restaurant in downtown Detroit.  “I want MGM Grand 
Detroit to know that the scholarship changes people’s 
lives and changes a person’s whole mood, not just for a 
day, but for a long time.” 

Like Thompson, Shanel DeWalt is in great spirits after 
graduating with honors and is going places fast. 

“I give all the glory to God for providing vessels on 
this earth that can help me,” said DeWalt, who learned 

about the MGM Grand Detroit scholarship after asking 
Chef Shawn to borrow a book that she needed for 
a class.  “The scholarship lifted a huge weight off my 
shoulders.  I just want to thank them for believing in 
higher education.  I believe it’s so important and they 
should know that the scholarship is making a difference.” 

DeWalt, just three years removed from her high 
school graduation, is already doing her best to make 
a difference as well.  During her second year of 
culinary studies at Schoolcraft, she launched her own 
personal chef service, which has a clientele of female 
entrepreneurs that DeWalt is able to network with as 
she builds her business.  She also is making plans to give 
back to her community.

“By the spring of 2017 I want to launch a nonprofit 
that assists single-income households,” said DeWalt, 
who is thankful for the assistance her family received 
from organizations like Gleaners Community Food 
Bank, when she was growing up.  “I want to teach and 
provide resources for parents on how to cook better and 
healthier foods for themselves and their children on a 
budget.  What I have learned about cooking and healthy 
eating is that it is easier to do when you understand, 
and that’s what I want to do—help people understand.”

The group of recent Schoolcraft Culinary Arts 
graduates that received a scholarship from MGM Grand 
Detroit also includes two Detroit Central High School 
alums—Kourtni Talley and Steven Ridley.  While their 
high school graduation dates are literally decades apart, 
the two share a passion for cooking and an appreciation 
for MGM Grand Detroit’s support. 

“The scholarship helped me greatly and I was able 
to purchase new tools for school, like books, uniforms 
and equipment, which took a lot of stress off me,” said 
Talley, a 2010 Central graduate, who one day would like 
to travel the world cooking and learning new cultures.  
“I want MGM Grand Detroit to know the big impact 
they have had on my life and how it makes me want to 
help other people more.”   

Ridley, a 1984 Central graduate who wants to open 
an all-day breakfast restaurant in metro Detroit said: 
“The scholarship saved the day really and enabled me 
to graduate on time.  I’m glad that MGM Grand Detroit 
was there and it should be known that there are a lot 
more people like me that need assistance so what they 
are doing is really needed.”   

To learn more about courses offered at Schoolcraft 
College, including the Culinary Arts program, please 
visit www.schoolcraft.edu. 

Schoolcraft College-MGM Grand Detroit 
partnership turns dreams into reality for 

deserving culinary students 



  

By Scott Talley
Special to the Michigan Chronicle 

Golf is loved, respected and played by people throughout the world, and 
thanks to the Midnight Golf Program (MGP), golf is enriching the lives of Detroit 
youth in many meaningful ways.

MGP is a 30-week empowerment and mentoring experience that teaches 
essential life skills including financial literacy, college preparation, and community 
activism, while also teaching participants to play golf. In short, it is a program 

More than a game:  
Midnight Golf  enriches 
and empowers Detroit 

youth 

that makes a positive impact in the lives 
of young people. 

“Midnight Golf is essential to the 
development of youth in Detroit because 
our youth need positive outlets,” said 
Renee Fluker, MGP’s founder and 
executive director.  “Our youth also need 
clear direction to navigate from challenge 
to triumph. Most importantly, youth 
develop exponentially when they believe 
that they have someone who understands 
their dreams and potential and essentially 
makes a way for them to be realized.”

A concern for Detroit youth that 
matched the level of 
concern that she felt 
for her own family, led 
Fluker to create MGP. 

“In 2000, during 
a golf tournament 
in Florida that I was 
attending to support 
my son Jason Malone, 
I was encouraged 
by Ernie Ellison of 
PGA of America to 
consider starting a 
youth development 
program in 
Detroit. The PGA 
was coming to 
Detroit in 2003 
and they wanted 
to implement 
a program that 
would reflect their commitment to 
making an impact in the communities in 
which the tournaments are played. 

“As I was nearing the end of my 35-year 
career with the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services, a youth 
development program was not on my 
short list.  But following a conversation 
with my son, who inspired me to develop 
the opportunity for more youth in Detroit 
to experience golf and all its potential, 
Midnight Golf was conceived.”

By answering the call to action, Fluker 
can now speak with pride about the 
nearly 2,000 Detroit youth that have been 
enriched by MGP since 2001.

“A number of the youth have returned 
to Detroit as college graduates and young 
professionals and are now serving as 
mentors in the program,” Fluker said. 
“It represents a full circle of success and 
these are outcomes that youth in any city 

would be grateful to experience. This is 
Midnight Golf.”

The MGP program cycle begins in late 
September and runs through May, with 
twice-weekly sessions—Mondays and 
Wednesdays—from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at Marygrove College in northwest 
Detroit.  Business, human service and 
education professionals teach the life 
skills programs, and PGA of America 
professionals teach golf.   MGP also 
receives support from community 
partners, including MGM Grand Detroit.  

“MGM Grand Detroit has been a 
consistent supporter of the 

program for a number 
of years, Fluker said.  
“The financial support 
from individuals and 
entities that believe in 
the mission is the only 
way the program exists.

“We appreciate the 
financial support, the 
networking and the 
goodwill that is extended 
to Midnight Golf through 
our relationships. Dee 
Dee Odom (MGM Grand 
Detroit director of Public 
Affairs) has been a long 
time friend and advocate 
for Midnight Golf. Her 
support has been priceless.”

MGP is currently in its 
summer session, which is 

focused on graduation, college admission 
and employment. To learn more 
about MGP, including how to make a 
contribution to the program, and how to 
register youth for the upcoming 2016-17 
program, please visit www.midnightgolf.
org.



Sustainable partnerships lie within the roots of our community. That’s why MGM Grand Detroit and its team members are in support of urban agricultural 
initiatives such as Keep Detroit Growing at MGM Grand Detroit’s Plum Street Market Garden. After all, sowing seeds brings forth a greener future.
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URBAN GARDENS GROW FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

BUT THEY ALSO RAISE HOPE.


